
propriately and worthily filled by the appointment of
Dr. Wm. Pepper, who is also Provost of the Uni-
versity.
New Jersey State Medical Society. \p=m-\At the

recent annual meeting of the Society, the following
officers were elected for the current year : President,
Dr. P. C. Baker, of Morristown ; Vice Presidents,
Drs. Joseph Parrish, of Burlington ; Charles J. Kipp,
of Newark, and J. W. Ward, of Trenton. Corres-
ponding Secretary, Dr. Wm. Elmer, Jr., of Trenton.
Recording Secietary, Dr. Wm. Pierson, Jr., of
Orange. Treasurer, Dr. W. W. L. Phillips, of
Trenton.

The Mississippi Valley Medical Association.\p=m-\
This organization, which was formerly called the
Tri-State Medical Society, will hold its next regular
meeting in Springfield, Illinois, in September next.

Government Prizes for Important Discoveries
in Medicine.\p=m-\in Medicine.- \p=m-\OurWashington correspondent in
the present number of the Journal, gives a petition
recently presented to Congress, asking the National
Government to offer a prize of $ 100,000 for the dis-
covery of the efficient cause of yellow fever, or of a

reliable mode of preventing its epidemic prevalence.
The evident object of the petitioners is to excite the
most active and persistent investigation concerning
the etiology and mode of propagation of yellow
fever, by holding out the certainty of an ample re-

ward to the investigator who shall actually succeed in
identifying its efficient cause or in reliably controlling
its propagation and diffusion. The object is a very
important one, and we may concede it to be a proper
function of government to appropriate money for its
promotion. But is the offering of a large prize the
most appropriate and efficient method for the Gov-
ernment of a great Nation to adopt, for the promotion
of scientific investigations, and especially for the pro-
motion of an investigation so extensive and compli¬
cated, and withal so intimately related to the sani¬
tary and commercial interests of the whole people,
as that for the identification of the cause or causes of
yellow fever? The only valid excuse for asking gov¬
ernment aid, is the fact, that the time and means

required for prosecuting the investigation proposed
to a thoroughly reliable and successful issue, are be¬
yond the reach of the individuals most competent to
execute the work. Yet the offer of a prize of $100,-
000 to be paid only after the investigation has been
successfully completed, and then solely to the one

fortunate competitor, furnishes no one with either
food, tlothes, or materials while prosecuting the im-

portant work, perhaps at the risk of his own life.
It seems to us more consonant with the dignity and
honor of the Government, as well as far more likely
to accomplish the object desired, to appropriate a

sufficient sum of money, whether it be $50,000 or

$500,000, and charge the National Board of Health
or some competent commission with the duty of em¬

ploying a sufficient number of the most competent
and reliable investigators to man every department
of such an inquiry, and prosecute it at every available
point, until the results obtained were clearly demon¬
strated facts. Such a course would permit the neces¬

sary combinations of labor and skill, and the prose¬
cution of parallel lines of work in different places,
and secure to each scientific workman a just compen¬
sation at the time he would most need it.

SOCIETY PROCEEDINGS.
thirty-fourth annual meeting of the

illinois state medical society.
[Continued from No. 24.I
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Dr. Christian Fenger, of Chicago, read a paper
on Excision of the Hip and Knee Joints, with special
reference to the final results of successful operations,
these results being illustrated by the exhibition of
patients treated by Dr. Fenger.
Dr. M. F. Bassett, of Quincy, read a paper on

Vaccination, taking the ground that humanized virus,
as shown by a long experience, was preferable to
bovine virus, and produced results more satisfactory.
So far as he was concerned, he was determined that
his patients who repudiated humanized virus should
take the risk of death by small-pox rather than receive
bovine vaccination at his hands. The paper led to
a debate. Dr. Lyman said there was one thing not
noted in the paper, and that was that the humanized
virus produced results in five days, and the bovine in
from seven to ten days. Dr. Ingals said it was more

important to prevent disease than to cure it. He
had used in the main humanized virus, but
of late years had used bovine virus. One was just
as good as the other if it was good virus
and judiciously applied. He had never perceived
any great difference of results in the use of both
kinds. Dr. E. P. Cook indorsed Dr. Ingals' re¬

marks, and took exceptions to Dr. Bassett's paper.
Dr. A. B. Strong, of Chicago, said in a wide experi¬
ence in vaccination he had found that bovine virus
had taken more violently and produced more fever
than human virus. Dr. Cochran, of Greenfield, was
opposed to the vaccination of infants with human¬
ized virus, on. account of the danger of syphiliticpoison. Dr. Johnson, of Chicago, said he had
studied the effects of 40,000 vaccinations with human¬
ized virus in this city after the great fire, and there
was not a single case in which any syphilitic or con¬
stitutional disease had resulted. He had the statis-
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